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10  It grew up to the host of heaven and 
caused some of the host and some of 
the stars to fall to the earth, and it 
trampled them down. 

This has caused problems for many people and a variety of  

interpretations.  When studying the Bible please remember the 
PRINCIPLE “let the Bible interpret itself.” 

 

The host of heaven and the stars to fall to 
the earth. 
To what does this refer?   

 

The INTERPRETING ANGEL tells us to what this refers in 8:24  

He will destroy mighty men and the holy 
people  
which again refers to spiritual leaders and believing Jews.   
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Daniel 12:3;  Gen. 15:5; 22:17; Ex. 12:41   

 

11 
 It  [ Antiochus Epiphane IV]  even 

magnified itself to be equal with the 
Commander of the host; taking the name 

Epiphanes- ‘God Manifest’ Who is the commander of 
the host? We know from verse 10 that the host is a 
reference to the ARMY OF ISRAEL at this time, and so 
who is the commander?  

 

Reading ahead in this very verse answers this question. 

His sanctuary- temple. and  

it removed the regular sacrifice from 
Him, and the place of His sanctuary 
was thrown down.  

The commander of the host is the SON of GOD, 
HIMSELF – pre-Incarnate   
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Removed the regular sacrifice from Him  
refers to the removal of the regular sacrifices and feast of the 

Jews. 

 

In 169 bc Antiochus entered the temple in Jerusalem and 
removed the golden altar and lampstand. 

Then in 167 bc  he sent decrees to Jerusalem profaning  
the Sabbath and feast; defiling the sanctuary; and the priests 
and setting up shrines to idols and to sacrifice unclean swine 
and other unclean animals in the temple.  Furthermore he 
removed The Mosaic Law and changed all the ordinances.   

 

Then on the 25th day of that December they offered sacrifice on 
the altar of the burnt offering.” 

and the place of His sanctuary was thrown 
down.  

The sanctuary was not completely torn down but since it was so 
polluted and desecrated that when the Syrian army was driven 
by Judas Maccabeus, they completely rebuilt the sanctuary 
and the altar of burnt offering.      
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12 
 And on account of transgression the 

host will be given over to the horn 
along with the regular sacrifice; and it 
will fling truth to the ground and 
perform its will and prosper. 

What is this verse talking about? 
 

Remember the section of the Hebrew Bible where Daniel is placed  

 

……………………………………. WISDOM ……………………………………. 

 

 

All through their history and all through the Church Age, Israel has 
learned about the Sovereignty and the Holiness of God.  They 
have learned first-hand about disobedience to God;  not 
trusting God.  They were in Babylon for 70 years for failure of 
observing the Sabbatical year.   
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Remember in each 7th year they were to spend that 7th year 
worshipping God. A one year seminary for the whole nation.  
Then they were graciously brought back to Israel by the Lord.  
But still did not worship God as they should.  They continued in 
their idolatry and transgressions and that is to what the 
phrase 

 on account of transgression   refers.  

 

and on account of transgression the host  
God’s chosen people  

 

will be given over to the horn  
the viciousness of Antiochus IV,  

 

along with the regular sacrifice  
Antiochus IV took away their sacrifices and feast, and  

it [ the little horn –Antiochus IV, ] 
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will fling truth to the ground  
truth that Israel was supposed to be spreading and  

 

perform its will  
     do unto the Jews whatever it wished,   

 

and prosper  

he will become great in this area of the Great Sea.     

 

13 
 

Then I heard a holy one speaking, and 
another holy one  
(this is most probably one angel speaking to another angel.)   

said to that particular one who was speaking,  

“How long will the vision about the regular  
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sacrifice apply, while the transgression causes  

horror, so as to allow both the holy place and  

the host to be trampled?” 

Daniel heard two angels discussing the length of time of this 
desecration of the temple and all that was happening to God’s 
people.   

 

We have studied how when you hear yourself saying 

why or how long you know you are in the warfare. 

 

Here we have one of the angels ask: how long? 

Look at Habakkuk 1:2 and 3. 

2 How long, O LORD, will I call for help, 
And You will not hear? 
I cry out to You, “Violence!” 
Yet You do not save. 
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3 Why do You make me see iniquity, 
And cause me to look on wickedness? 
Yes, destruction and violence are before me; 
Strife exists and contention arises. 

 

Daniel 8:13 How long will the vision about the 
regular sacrifice apply, while the 
transgression causes horror, so as to allow 
both the holy place [Jerusalem ] and the 
host  [people of Israel] to be trampled by the 
little horn.   

 

We just saw in the dream some 2 years earlier that the Great 
Tribulation under the final little horn would last 3 ½ years. 
Daniel 7:27  
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14 
 He said to me, “For 2,300 evenings 

and mornings; then the holy place will 
be properly restored.”   

 

This is 2, 300 days or just under 7 years.   

 
 

Since the temple was restored on December 25, 165 bc by Judas 
Maccabius, then 2,300 days earlier would be in September of 171 
bc just some 4 years after Antiochus became king of the Seleucid 
empire and the exact year Antiochus IV began attacking 
Jerusalem. 

 

 

Since this little horn, ANTIOCHUS IV, is a foreshadowing of the 
little horn of the Tribulation, It is not a surprise that the 
number of years of desecration in Jerusalem by Antiochus IV is 
just under 7 years; for the time of the tribulation is 7 years; cut 
short by JESUS CHRIST.   
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Maccabean revolt against Antiochus IV 

 
In the 2nd century bc, Judea lay between 

the Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt, and the Seleucid empire of Syria 
 

Judea had been under Ptolemaic rule, 
but fell to the Seleucid around 200 bc 

 
209 Antiochus III  Ruler of Persia  

 
215 Birth of Antiochus IV  death 164 bc 

 ( 175 - 164 King of the Seleucid empire ) 
203 Judea submits to Antiochus III, the great 
198 Antiochus III of Syria takes Palestine from Egypt with the help of the 

Jews 
171 Invades Jerusalem and persecutes the Jews and plunders the temple 
168 Antiochus was ‘retreating’ from Egypt after the original ‘line in the 

sand’ took place, and while retreating he took his  
anger out of Jerusalem persecuting Jews and desecrating the temple and 
suppressing the Law, and forbidding the ownership of the Torah  
 
Mattathias –the Hasmonean and the priest, refuses to offer sacrifices 
to the Greek gods and instead killed the Syrian who ordered him to do 
so and then made his way to the wilderness, starting the rebellion 
against Antiochus 

166 Antiochus left Lysais in charge of destroying Jerusalem but  
eventually losses to Judas Maccabeus the following year 

165 Judas Maccabeus, Son of Mattathias leads rebellion; defeats the 
Syrians, purifies the temple and25 December rededication of Temple 
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