The Promise

The Day of The Lord Will Come

I AM WHO I AM

The FATHER

The SON

The HOLY SPIRIT

Ezekiel 38:17
17 'Thus says

The Lord GOD, Jesus Christ "Are
you addressing Gog the one of whom I Jesus Christ
spoke in former days through My servants The
prophets of Israel,
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So as early as 835 bc, some 2850 year ago, God prophesied
about this region to the North of Jerusalem—Gog and today
Russia.
Joel 2-3 835 bc
Zephaniah 1:14 ff 630 bc
Jeremiah 3-6 600 bc
Daniel 2:44-45 C 550 bc
Zechariah 14 480 bc
If you have followed our study in Daniel, you should be able to
open your bibles to any of the minor prophets and read with
understanding.
Let’s look at the book of Joel—written 2850 years ago.
Joel uses a recent disaster in the land of Judah to teach the
Jews a prophetic lesson that awaits them in history. A locust
plague had invaded the land destroying all the crops and every
green thing in the land. Joel uses this locust invasion as a back
drop for what God has in store for Israel and the world where
armies will invade Israel in a manner worse than the locust
invasion.
Joel 1 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
The Devastation of Locusts
1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel, the son of
Pethuel:
2 Hear this, O elders,
And listen, all inhabitants of the land.
Has anything like this happened in your days
Or in your fathers’ days?
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3

Tell your sons about it,
And let your sons tell their sons,
And their sons the next generation.
4 What the gnawing locust has left, the swarming locust has
eaten;
And what the swarming locust has left, the creeping
locust has eaten;
And what the creeping locust has left, the stripping
locust has eaten.
5 Awake, drunkards, and weep;
And wail, all you wine drinkers,
On account of the sweet wine
That is cut off from your mouth.
6 For a nation has invaded my land,
Mighty and without number;
Its teeth are the teeth of a lion,
And it has the fangs of a lioness.
7
It has made my vine a waste
And my fig tree splinters.
It has stripped them bare and cast them away;
Their branches have become white.
8 Wail like a virgin girded with sackcloth
For the bridegroom of her youth.
9 The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off
From the house of the LORD.
The priests mourn,
The ministers of the LORD.
10 The field is ruined,
The land mourns;
For the grain is ruined,
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The new wine dries up,
Fresh oil fails.
11 Be ashamed, O farmers,
Wail, O vinedressers,
For the wheat and the barley;
Because the harvest of the field is destroyed.
12 The vine dries up
And the fig tree fails;
The pomegranate, the palm also, and the apple tree,
All the trees of the field dry up.
Indeed, rejoicing dries up
From the sons of men.
13

Gird yourselves with sackcloth
And lament, O priests;
Wail, O ministers of the altar!
Come, spend the night in sackcloth
O ministers of my God,
For the grain offering and the drink offering
Are withheld from the house of your God.

Starvation and Drought

14 Consecrate a fast,
Proclaim a solemn assembly;
Gather the elders
And all the inhabitants of the land
To the house of the LORD your God,
And cry out to the LORD.
15 Alas for the day!
For the day of the LORD is near,
And it will come as destruction from the Almighty.
16 Has not food been cut off before our eyes,
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Gladness and joy from the house of our God?
17 The seeds shrivel under their clods;
The storehouses are desolate,
The barns are torn down,
For the grain is dried up.
18 How the beasts groan!
The herds of cattle wander aimlessly
Because there is no pasture for them;
Even the flocks of sheep suffer.
19 To You, O LORD, I cry;
For fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness
And the flame has burned up all the trees of the field.
20 Even the beasts of the field pant for You;
For the water brooks are dried up
And fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
Joel 2 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
The Terrible Visitation
1 Blow a trumpet in Zion,
And sound an alarm on My holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
For the day of the LORD is coming;
Surely it is near,
2 A day of darkness and gloom,
A day of clouds and thick darkness.
As the dawn is spread over the mountains,
So there is a great and mighty people;
There has never been anything like it,
Nor will there be again after it
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To the years of many generations.
3 A fire consumes before them
And behind them a flame burns.
The land is like the garden of Eden before them
But a desolate wilderness behind them,
And nothing at all escapes them.
4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses;
And like war horses, so they run.
5 5 With a noise as of chariots
They leap on the tops of the mountains,
Like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble,
Like a mighty people arranged for battle.
6 Before them the people are in anguish;
All faces turn pale.
7
They run like mighty men,
They climb the wall like soldiers;
And they each march in line,
Nor do they deviate from their paths.
8 They do not crowd each other,
They march everyone in his path;
When they burst through the defenses,
They do not break ranks.
9 They rush on the city,
They run on the wall;
They climb into the houses,
They enter through the windows like a thief.
10 Before them the earth quakes,
The heavens tremble,
The sun and the moon grow dark
And the stars lose their brightness.
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11 The LORD utters His voice before His army;
Surely His camp is very great,
For strong is he who carries out His word.
The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome,
And who can endure it?
12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“Return to Me with all your heart,
And with fasting, weeping and mourning;
13 And rend your heart and not your garments.”
Now return to the LORD your God,
For He is gracious and compassionate,
Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness
And relenting of evil.
14 Who knows whether He will not turn and relent
And leave a blessing behind Him,
Even a grain offering and a drink offering
For the LORD your God?
15 Blow a trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly,
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation,

Assemble the elders,
Gather the children and the nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom come out of his room
And the bride out of her bridal chamber.
17 Let the priests, the LORD’S ministers,
Weep between the porch and the altar,
And let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD,
And do not make Your inheritance a reproach,
A byword among the nations.
Why should they among the peoples say,‘Where is their God?’”
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Deliverance Promised
18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land
And will have pity on His people.
19 The LORD will answer and say to His people,
“Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine and oil,
And you will be satisfied in full with them;
And I will never again make you a reproach among the
nations.
20 “But I will remove the northern army far from you,
And I will drive it into a parched and desolate land,
And its vanguard into the eastern sea,
And its rear guard into the western sea.
And its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up,
For it has done great things.”
21 Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad,
For the LORD has done great things.
22 Do not fear, beasts of the field,
For the pastures of the wilderness have turned green,
For the tree has borne its fruit,
The fig tree and the vine have yielded in full.
23 So rejoice, O sons of Zion,
And be glad in the LORD your God;
For He has given you the early rain for your vindication.
And He has poured down for you the rain,
The early and latter rain as before.
24 The threshing floors will be full of grain,
And the vats will overflow with the new wine and oil.

2014-10-05 Sunday Service

Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M.

Page 8

25

26

27

“Then I will make up to you for the years
That the swarming locust has eaten,
The creeping locust, the stripping locust and the gnawing
locust,
My great army which I sent among you.
“You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied
And praise the name of the LORD your God,
Who has dealt wondrously with you;
Then My people will never be put to shame.
“Thus you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,
And that I am the LORD your God,
And there is no other;
And My people will never be put to shame.

The Promise of the Spirit
28 “It will come about after this
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and daughters will prophesy,
Your old men will dream dreams,
Your young men will see visions.
29 “Even on the male and female servants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
The Day of the LORD
30 “I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth,
Blood, fire and columns of smoke.
31 “The sun will be turned into darkness
And the moon into blood
Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.
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32

“And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of
the LORD
Will be delivered;
For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
There will be those who escape,
As the LORD has said,
Even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

Joel 3 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
The Nations Will Be Judged
1 “For behold, in those days and at that time,
When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,
2 I will gather all the nations
And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat.
Then I will enter into judgment with them there
On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel,
Whom they have scattered among the nations;
And they have divided up My land.
3 “They have also cast lots for My people,
Traded a boy for a harlot
And sold a girl for wine that they may drink.
4 Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon and all the
regions of Philistia? Are you rendering Me a recompense?
But if you do recompense Me, swiftly and speedily I will
return your recompense on your head.
5 Since you have taken My silver and My gold, brought My
precious treasures to your temples,
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6
7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14
15

and sold the sons of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in
order to remove them far from their territory,
behold, I am going to arouse them from the place where
you have sold them, and return your recompense on your
head.
Also I will sell your sons and your daughters into the
hand of the sons of Judah, and they will sell them to the
Sabeans, to a distant nation,” for the LORD has spoken.
Proclaim this among the nations:
Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men!
Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up!
Beat your plowshares into swords
And your pruning hooks into spears;
Let the weak say, “I am a mighty man.”
Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations,
And gather yourselves there.
Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones.
Let the nations be aroused
And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat,
For there I will sit to judge
All the surrounding nations.
Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.
Come, tread, for the wine press is full;
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.
The sun and moon grow dark
And the stars lose their brightness.

2014-10-05 Sunday Service

Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M.

Page 11

16 The LORD roars from Zion
And utters His voice from Jerusalem,
And the heavens and the earth tremble.
But the LORD is a refuge for His people
And a stronghold to the sons of Israel.
17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God,
Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain.
So Jerusalem will be holy,
And strangers will pass through it no more.

Judah Will Be Blessed
18 And in that day
The mountains will drip with sweet wine,
And the hills will flow with milk,
And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water;
And a spring will go out from the house of the LORD
To water the valley of Shittim.
19 Egypt will become a waste,
And Edom will become a desolate wilderness,
Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah,
In whose land they have shed innocent blood.
20 But Judah will be inhabited forever
And Jerusalem for all generations.
21 And I will avenge their blood which I have not avenged,
For the LORD dwells in Zion.
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17 ‘Thus

says the Lord GOD, “Are you Gog or
modern Russia the one of whom I spoke in former
days through My servants the prophets of
Israel, who prophesied in those days that is in their
days were the days they prophesied for many years
spanning the time these prophesied that here is what they
prophesied I Jesus Christ would bring you Gog,
future to their prophesying, and reveals that Jesus Christ has
always existed and He is in control against them? Israel the answer to the question of verse 17 is an affirmative one.

"And it will come about absolute prophesy – do you
believe this or not? on that day, day of the Lord that we
have been studying all along when Gog comes against
the land of Israel," Satan moving against all the Jews
declares the Lord GOD, Jesus Christ
that this is what is going to happen
My fury will mount up in My anger. A great
18

anthropomorphism -Jesus Christ is the only one who can save – deliver Israel from
invasion from the Northern block and other forces moving
against Israel. And Jesus Christ is the only one who can save
mankind.
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My fury Hebrew means heat, rage, used of man and of God.

God becomes angry against Satan and his move to destroy the
Jews and overtake the world.
Will mount up –to go up, to ascend, to take away, God’s
righteous indignation rises up against Gog and all the forces
moving against Israel.

In my anger first—in my fury now His anger nose,

nostrils – picture of anger, like a bull, snarling and kicking his
feet…
What is seen here is that the timing of God, of The day of the
Lord has come.
It is now time for His patience with those nations who attempt
to annihilate Israel to be set aside and His wrath revealed.
The Lord Himself will take it upon Himself to destroy the
enemies of Israel. A judgment from which they will not recover
and He will do it alone.
In the order of His victory—first as they move into the land of
Israel, they will be greeted by a massive earthquake.
19 "And in My zeal and in My blazing wrath You
can tell the temperament of God at the close of The
Tribulation: My fury, My anger and now My zeal and

blazing wrath

used to reveal God’s attitude toward the
enemies of Israel; God’s people, the Jews
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In My zeal

KJ in my jealousy the Hebrew word refers to
both, zeal and jealousy; the word is used to describe intense
fervor, passion, this word can be used in a good or bad context.
Zeal for the fervor of the Lord against all those who seek to
destroy Israel. (the Jews)
And in My blazing wrath KJ and NIV –fiery –fire

Wrath

overflowing anger described in
Psalm 90:11
11

Who understands the power of Your anger
And Your fury, according to the fear that is
due You?

Further reference to “in that day”:
Zephania 1:15 and 18
15

A day of wrath is that day,
A day of trouble and distress,
A day of destruction and desolation,
A day of darkness and gloom,
A day of clouds and thick darkness,
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18

Neither their silver nor their gold
Will be able to deliver them
On the day of the LORD’S wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,
Of all the inhabitants of the earth.
Ezekiel 38: 19

In my zeal and in my blazing wrath I

God declare
for the whole world, from time of Ezekiel to Day of the Lord

that on that day day of the Lord—day of His Return
there will surely be a great earthquake in the
land of Israel.
Ezekiel 5:13
13

‘Thus My anger will be spent and I will
satisfy My wrath on them, and I will be
appeased; then they will know that I, the
LORD, have spoken in My zeal when I have spent
My wrath upon them.
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Zechariah 14:4
4

In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of
Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in
its middle from east to west by a very large
valley, so that half of the mountain will move
toward the north and the other half toward
the south.
The earthquake plays an important part in book of Revelation.
Revelation 6:12-13
Revelation 8:5

opening of 6 seals
sounding of the 7 Trumpets

Revelation 11:13

Two witnesses ascend into heaven
and marking the end of 2nd woe

Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire
of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed
peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an
earthquake.
5

And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth
of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the
God of heaven
13

Revelation 11:19

Heavenly Temple opened

And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the
ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were
flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an
earthquake and a great hailstorm
19
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Revelation 16:18

Seven Bowls poured out: verse 18-the
Great Earthquake this is more
than likely the great
earthquake spoken of in
Ezekiel 38:19

Great earthquake why great earthquake?
Look at verse 15 great forces.
A great earthquake to counter great forces

20 "And the fish of the sea, the birds of the

heavens, the beasts of the field, all the creeping
things that creep on the earth, and all the men who
are on the face of the earth all God’s creation will shake
at My presence;

This is the verbal form of the noun for earthquake—great
shaking
Here, it refers to man… all humans on earth will shake—At the
coming of Jesus Christ.

The mountains also will be thrown down, the steep
pathways will collapse; every wall will fall to
ground
21 "And I shall call for a sword against him Gog on
all My mountains," Jerusalem and “around Jerusalem”
declares the Lord GOD.
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What is interesting here is what sword will God call against
Gog?

Who will be striking with these swords?
Gog’s own army will strike against him, against each other…

"Every man's sword will be against his brother.

God will bring darkness on the earth, along with the
earthquake; and God will cause such confusion, all these armies
that have gathered together to attack and destroy Israel, will be
thrown into confusion and they will strike each other…(they will be

shooting each other!)

In the closing two verses nations will look upon the destruction
of the Russian army as they invade Israel, as a great divine
intervention in history. For the first time in 1900 years of

Church history they will see that God protects the nation
of Israel as He protects no other nation… including
America.

22 "And with pestilence epidemics, diseases—we saw
people went into confusion and panic with just the threat of
swine flu, Ebola well you can imagine what real epidemics –
diseases will cause and with blood I shall enter into

judgment
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Armageddon and up to the shoulder of horses with
of Russia and

him; Gog

I shall rain on him, hail storms and
darkness and tornados and on his troops, turning them
into great confusion, fear, panic and on the many
peoples who are with him, a torrential rain,
with hailstones, fire, and brimstone

The final objective—had they only turned to the Lord all these
things would not have needed to come to pass:
23 "And I shall magnify Myself, Sanctify Myself,

and make Myself known in the sight of many
nations; and they will know that I am the
LORD."'

Look at Ezekiel 38 verse 16

And I shall magnify Myself

The KJ has rendered the first particle more correctly:

thus

In light of all these things just revealed…this is
how I will magnify Myself.
Hithpael perfect of the Hebrew verb meaning to become great,
make great magnify, become evident of all that He is.
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God will make Himself so well known – it will be obvious to
everyone.
Hithpael first this is connected to the Piel = intensive but in
Hithpael, it expresses reflexive-for one’s self – I shall

magnify myself –intense reflexive action by God.

It more often indicates an action less directly affecting the
subject, and describes it as performed with regard to or for
oneself, in one’s own interest.

I myself will magnify myself, --I will cause to
become evident who I am as today so many deny God,
Jesus Christ, and serve idols and the fast rising Muslims.

I will sanctify myself

again we have the Hithpael

perfect:
A verb fundamentally meaning to set apart, to be holy,
to show oneself as holy, to treat as being holy
On the day of the Lord, the Lord will set Himself apart from all
gods of man. (Allah of Muslims; Confucious, Buddah, and all
the idolatrous philosophies of man.)
But on this day, they will know in truth who God really is.
Read Romans 1:18-23
Unbelief and Its Consequences
18

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness,
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19

because that which is known about God is evident within them; for
God made it evident to them.
20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are without
excuse.
21
For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God
or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their
foolish heart was darkened.
22
Professing to be wise, they became fools,
23

and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in
the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and
crawling creatures.
Read Romans 1:25
25
For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen.

And again it is Hithpael—intense reflective action—God will do
this for Himself—that all may know who He is the only true God

And make Myself known in the sight of many nations;
And –this is why He will magnify Himself, and why He will
sanctify Himself, set Himself apart from all that man worships
And make myself known Niphal perfect –simple reflexive
action,
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I myself will make known myself
Make known

Hebrew verb meaning to make known,
or even confess—acknowledge; He will cause Himself
to be known

In the sight of many nations they will witness all that

He will do on the Day of the Lord. They will acknowledge Him
as the true God. and they will know that I am the

LORD."'

Simple Qal perfect of the same verb I

known

will make myself

This does not mean they will believe in Him as Savior,
but they will know who He is.
Just as Satan knows who Jesus Christ is,
that He is the Son of God,
yet he does not believe in Him.

They will know that I am the Lord –
Tetragrammatons

J H V H or Y H W H sacred name of God--To Moses
tell the people I Am has sent you
Jesus Christ
Know that I am the Lord
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This is extremely important to God, to Jesus Christ
This phrase is used 164 times in the Old Testament.
The first time it is used is with Abraham and the Abrahamic
Covenant:
Genesis 15:7
7

And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.”

God used it in declaration to Moses and his encounter with
Pharaoh – Satan, and ensuring Salvation.
Exodus 6:1-8 God Promises Action
1

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to
Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he
will drive them out of his land.”
2
God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD;
3
and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My
name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to them.
4
I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan,
the land in which they sojourned.
5
Furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the
Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.
6
Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you
from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and
with great judgments.
7
Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall
know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens
of the Egyptians.
8
I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.’”
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One of the primary reasons for miraculous deeds by God is that
people might know that I am the Lord
Egyptians –Exodus 14:4
4

Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after them; and I
will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will
know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.

Israelites Exodus 16:12
12

“I have heard the grumblings of the sons of Israel; speak to them,
saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be
filled with bread; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”

God saved us that we might know Him as I
Exodus 29:46

am the Lord

46

They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the
land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God.

And, of course, the great confrontation between Jesus Christ
and Satan in Isaiah 40-60.
Isaiah 41:13
13

“For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand,
Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’

Isaiah 42:6 and 8
6

“I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness,
I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You,
And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people,
As a light to the nations,
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8

“I am the LORD, that is My name;
I will not give My glory to another,
Nor My praise to graven images.

Isaiah 43:3, 11, and 15
3

“For I am the LORD your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I have given Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in your place.
11

“I, even I, am the LORD,
And there is no savior besides Me.
says the LORD your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel,
15

“I am the LORD, your Holy One,
The Creator of Israel, your King.”

Isaiah 45:5-7 and 18
5

“I am the LORD, and there is no other;
Besides Me there is no God.
I will gird you, though you have not known Me;
6
That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun
That there is no one besides Me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other,
7
The One forming light and creating darkness,
Causing well-being and creating calamity;
I am the LORD who does all these.
18
For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God
who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not
create it a waste place, but formed it to be inhabited),
“I am the LORD, and there is none else.
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Isaiah 48:17
17

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel,
“I am the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit,
Who leads you in the way you should go.

Isaiah 49:23
23

“Kings will be your guardians,
And their princesses your nurses.
They will bow down to you with their faces to the earth
And lick the dust of your feet;
And you will know that I am the LORD;
Those who hopefully wait for Me will not be put to shame.

Isaiah 51:15
15

For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea and its waves
roar (the LORD of hosts is His name).

67 times in Ezekiel alone.
So you can see from these few examples,
how vital it is to God that all know I AM the LORD

I AM who I AM

I AM
2014-10-05 Sunday Service

Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M.

Page 27

