Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30

This parable is one of the most well-known parables by JESUS
CHRIST and one of the least understood of the parables.

Almost everyone interprets this parable as teaching faithfulness
in works, performance, faithfully using the ‘talents’ that God
gives to believers. And that is exactly why JESUS CHRIST
worded this parable as He does.

Even the wonderful Alfred Plummer says that while the parable
of the 10 Virgins says nothing of working for the bridegroom,
this parable teaches while waiting they should work for the
coming of the owner—Messiah.

Ok, why so many wrongly interpret this parable? They all seem
to interpret it the same way; that is they all see the simple
obvious lesson, but they all miss the spiritual point JESUS
CHRIST is making.

Recall our proper understanding of parables.

Parables are used not to make the point simple
but are used so that many would miss it.
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This passage both explains and interprets the parable of Talents.
We shall not rush through this very important and least
understood of parables by JESUS CHRIST.

Matthew 13:10-13

10 And the c]tiscg'o/cs came and said to [Fim, ”Wﬁg
do You speak to them in parables?

11 Jesus answered them, “] o you it bas been
grantcc] to know the mysteries of the b’ngc/om
of heaven, but to them it has not been grantca(

12 «For whoever has, to him more shall be given,
and he will have an aﬁundancc; but whoever
does not /7.avc; cven what he has shall be taken
away from him.

13 «Therefore / sjoca;é to them in Paraﬁ/cs;

because while 5661}75 t/:c:g do not see, and while

ﬁcan’ng t/:cy do not hear, nor do t/zcg

unc/crstancf.
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Matthew 25:14-30

1 “For it lisjust lke a man about to goona

/oumcy, who called his own slaves and
entrusted his possessions to them.

b “[ o one he gave five ta/cnts, to anot/zcr; two,

and to another, one, cach accorc]fng to his own

abti/iz.fg; and he went on ﬁléjoumcy.

o ”/mmcc/iatc(g the one who had received the five

talents went and traded with them, and gaincc/

five more talents.

L "/n the same manner the one who had received

the two talents gaﬁvcc/ two more.

18 “But he who received the one talent went

away, and c/uga hole in the grounc] and hid his

master’s money.
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19 .
“Now after a /ong time the master of those

slaves *came and *settled accounts with them.
20 «The one who had received the five talents

came up and 5roug/7t five more ta/cnts, saying,

‘/\//a.stcr; you entrusted five talents to me. 5@6‘,

[ have galhcd five more talents.’

21 s master said to him, ‘VVell done, gooc/ and
faithful slave. You were faithful with a few
t/nhgs, [will putyou in cﬁaigc of many tﬁlhgs;
enter into the joy of your master.’

22 ‘54/50 the one who had received the two talents
came up and 53/’4 ‘Master, you entrusted two
talents to me. See, [ have gaincc] two more
talents.’

23 45 master said to him, ‘VVell done, gooc/ and
faithful slave. You were faithful with a few

tﬁlhgs, [will putyou in cﬁazgc of many tﬁfngs;
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enter into the qu of your master.’

24 «And the one also who had received the one
talent came up and 5al'c£ ‘/\//a.stcr; / knew you to
be a hard man, rcaP/hg where gyou did not sow
and g3 tﬁcr/}vg where you sca ttered no seed.

25 “And [was afraid, and went away and ﬁ/dyour
talent in the grounc]. See, gyou have what is
gyours.’

26 “Rut his master answered and said to him, <Y ou
wicked, /azy sla ve, you knew that [ reap where /
did not sow and gat/:cr where / scattered no
seed.

27 T hen gyou oug/:t to have put my money in the
bank and on my arrival [ would have received

my money back with interest.

28 ‘Therefore take away the talent from him, and
give it to the one who has the ten talents.’
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23 "/: or to everyone who /ias, more shall be gven,
and he will have an abunc]ancc; but f;‘om the
one who does not /)avc, even what he does have
shall be taken away.

30 «Throw out the worthless slave into the outer
darkness; in that P/acc there will be weeping
and gnas/nhg of teeth.

We begin to get our clue as to the meaning of the parable from
the verse fourteen:

14 "/: orit lfsjust like a man about to goona
/’oumcy, who called his own slaves and

entrusted bis Posscssions to them.
You will note that “/£ 718” is not in the original but the Greek

Conjunction, translated ”For ¥, draws from what preceded —a

discussion about the coming of the Messiah-King to His
Millennial Kingdom, promised to David, still answering the
disciples question in verse 24: concerning His coming to set up
His kingdom.
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/: OIjust ke a man to goona joumcy KJ—traveling into

a far country. The parable is easy, but spiritually it is referring
to JESUS CHRIST leaving Israel in Acts 1, and journeying to
Heaven to Throne of God and being royally seated at the right
hand of God.

who called his own slaves the word slaves is doulos which

is used throughout New Testament for apostles or servants —
slaves of JESUS CHRIST through whom GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
inspired the WORD OF GOD.

In the Lexicon “a slave, one who is in a permanent relation of
servitude to another, his will being altogether consumed in the
will of the other.”

Now we come to the correct spiritual
understanding of this parable.

and entrusted his Posscsslbns to them

Do you have any prize possession?

That is what is being talked about here.
Ent’rustchorist Active Indicative of the Greek word

meaning to deliver over. This is a very important word in our
parable.
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It has four specific meanings applicable here.

(1) It means to entrust someone with
something most precious.

(2) It means to turn over to someone a great
deal of power;

(3) It carries with it a great deal of
responsibility of someone;

(4) It conveys a great deal of authority.
It is not that they deserve this authority
and responsibility and power but that it is
given according to grace and his plans.

[ ntrusted his Posscsslbns

| will combine this with the talents.

15«6 one he gave five ta/cnts, to another, two,
and to another, one, cach accora/lhg to his own

a[)i/iiy; and he went on ﬁlbjoumcy.

Ta/cnt: Its root meaning is scales. Later it came to refer to

something weighed, hence, a talent = a certain fixed weight for
gold or silver.
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Today, unfortunately for the understanding of this parable we
use this word to indicate various abilities or talents; but be sure
you understand that this Greek word had no such association
for Jesus, nor for the disciples. It simply was used to denote a
nice some of wealth.

So we have to stop and ask ourselves what
did God, JESUS CHRIST consider as
valuable?

Certainly not the abilities —talents- of mankind.
Certainly not material wealth like gold or silver.

So whatis valuable to God?

The Word of God is more precious than gold or silver. We are
to understand the talents as portions of the Word of God.

He (God) has entrusted His most precious property to various
servants.

Now to show that this all goes together—that is chapter 24-25,
lets go back and read through 24:42-49
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42 "T/}crcfbrc be on the a/crg (the Word of God and
the Filling of the Holy Spirit causes us to be alert) /oryou

do not know which c]aﬂ gour [ ordis coming.
(Second Advent —ending the Tribulation)

43 “But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had
known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he
would have been on the alert and would not have
allowed his house to be broken into.

44 “For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.

45 “Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his
master put in charge of his household to give them their
food at the proper time?

Giving food is the giving of spiritual food, teaching of the WORD
OF GOD—pertinent sections of the WORD OF GOD.
46 “Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing
when he comes. (Teaching pertinent doctrines)
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47 “Truly | say to you that he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. (In the Millennial Kingdom)

48 “Buti)(f:/)at' evil slave (unbelieving religious crowd)
says in his heart My master /s not coming fora

/ong time,’

49 and begins to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink
with drunkards; (turns against believers growing in the
WORD
OF GOD, and going along with the world in its
drunkenness of power and worldly desires.)

Matthew 25:14-15
14 For it s just like a man God-man, JESUS CHRIST about to
go on a journey, to the throne of God who called his own
slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. He
entrusted them with His most precious possessions—the
Word of God

15 “To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to
another, one, each according to his own ability; and he
went on his journey.

. ]
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Talents here does not refer in any way to abilities of man,

believer or unbeliever. It refers to what is precious to

God and what is pertinent to JESUS CHRIST teaching.
Psalms 138:1

thanksgiving for the Lord’s favor
(is not in the original but that it is by David is in the
manuscript.)

In this one Psalm, David is. ..
(1) Giving thanks and praise to God

(2) For the high and unequaled promise, which in
God’s love He has promised to David, indeed to
all Israel.
(3) For God’s faithfulness in bringing the promise to
reality.
Psalms 138:1

1 / (David) wf//givc You thanks with all my heart;

(with all | am, God’s blessing fills his whole heart, that
thanksgiving comes from the whole heart. Have you ever
thanked God from your whole heart? Not for just some
one thing but your whole being was thankful?

[ will sing Praliscs to You before the gods.

| don’t know why the translators translates this plural in
some context and translates the same word in the singular
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as in Genesis 1:1.
Genesis 1:1

1 /[n the bcgirm/hg (od created.. (this is exactly the

same Hebrew word, and it makes such good sense)—/wi//

sing Pr’a/:sc to you- YHW/H before E/o/:{gm.

2 / will bow down toward Your /10(9( tcm]D/c

Ok, think, the Temple made with hands has not yet been
constructed! Yet this is constantly on David’s mind:

Psalms 5:7
7 But as for me, évz/ means of Your abundant

lowhgélhafncss Jwill enter Your house, At

Your /70{9 tcmp/c / will bow in reverence for
You.

Back to Psalms 138:2

2 / will bow down toward your f:o{y t'cmp/c Anc]
give thanks to Your name @* Your
/c)V/hgklhc]ncss and Your truth; (It is not
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uncommon for David to combine His love and His truth.)

Now we come to what 1is pertinent
for our study of
the Parable of the Talents

F or You have magnf)[fccf Yourword accorcfing

to all Yournamc. (this is so beautiful but it is even

more beautiful in the original.)

You will note in the NASV margin:

You have magm'ﬁ'cc] your Promlisc (actually)

You have magn/ffca’ your word of Promlisc (If we

understand this as word of promise What promise
does David have in mind that will have impact in our
Lord’s words in Matthew 25 in the parable of the Talents?

The promise that David has in mind is found in one of the most
neglected chapters of the bible: 2 Samuel 7

2 Samuel 7 is indeed the 5 talents given in the parable of the
talents. Please remember the parable of the Talents deals with
His Second coming and the establishment of His promised
Kingdom.
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UNDERSTANDING

Spiritually the Parable of the Talents
is understanding every glorious promise
that will be fulfilled by His Coming.

Yes, it requires all this understanding to spiritually understand
the Parable of the Talents.

This parable closes the Lord’s teaching on His Coming and its
impact to Israel. The remainder of Matthew 25 will briefly
discuss the judgment against the Gentiles at His Coming.

| want you to think of the primary promise of the WORD OF
GOD that will be instituted by JESUS CHRIST upon His return to
the earth.

He will set up
the promised throne of David
in Jerusalem

To get an idea of the impact of the Talents which you will recall
are precious possessions of the owner, we will read through the
great chapter of 2 Samuel 7.
2 Samuel 5 David is given by God victory over the
Philistines.
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2 Samuel 6 The Ark of the Covenant comes to
Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 7 House of God is Promised as House of
David.

David desires to build a temple for the Lord
But the Lord will promise to build David a house

2 Samuel 7: David Plans to Build a Temple
1 .7 e
Now it came about when the ;émg lved in bis

house, and the [ ORD had given him rest on

every side from all his enemies,

The phrase the [ ord had given him David rest means

that now David can pursue the crown of his life, to build a

temple for the Lord. This chapter 7 has been called “the climax

of the whole Davidic tradition.”

This phrase of God giving David rest is of great
importance, it is now time for God to Act in the history
of Israel. And He will begin with a PROMISE of Throne
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of David, in the far future. This is constantly on David’s
mind, constantly on the mind of all Israelites and in
God’s faithfulness.

2 that the ,éing said to Nathan the Projp/mt; “See
now, / dwellin a house of cedar, permanent
dwelling but the ark of (God dwells within tent
curtains.” As a nomad who constantly moving about

3 Nathan said to the L/'ng “ 30, do all that is in
gour mind, for the | ORD is with gou.” As we will

see, the Lord is with David but not in the sense Nathan
thinks and now we learn something about the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

4 But in the same n[g/zt the word of the LOKD
came to \athan, saying,

S 430 and say to Mﬂ servant [David, ’777115 says
the [ ORD, “Are gyou the one who should build

Me a house to dwell in? The Hebrew word here

means to dwell permanently
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6 «For [ have not dwelt in a house since the c/ay /
broug/n‘ up the sons of /srac/ from Egypzﬁ cven
to this c]ay; but | have been moving about in a

tent, even in a tabernacle.

In contrast this Hebrew word means to temporally dwell.

This is theologically important in the renting of the
curtain when JESUS CHRIST died on the cross, so that —
theologically He now is open to the whole world.

7 “Aherever [ have gone with all the sons of
[sracl did/ spca,é a word with one of the tribes
of /5rac[ which [ commanded to sﬁcpﬁcrd Mﬂ

Pcop/c /5rac£ saying, ‘W/y have you not built
Mc a house of cedar?

From these verses we get a hint of the torn curtain when
JESUS CHRIST died on the cross.

God’s Covenant with David ; David’s eternal kingdom

promised Here is what is a precious possession of God.
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° “Now therefore, thus you shall say to qu
servant [David, <] hus says the [ ORD of hosts,

«/ took gyou from t/ne Pasturc, from fo//owing i’/ne

sﬁccp, to be ruler over My Pcop/c /sracl

From shepherd to King, just as with his anti-type:
JESUS CHRIST and please remember all the sins

and failures of David, yet God is faithful to His Word of
Promise, just as He is faithful to Israel in spite of all the

sins and failures of His people.

9 ”/ have been with you wherever you have gone

and / have cut off all your enemies from before

you; and / will make you a great name, ke the

names of t/:c grcat men w/:o are on the earth.

10 4 will also appoint a P/acc for My Pcop/c J[srael
and [ will P/ant them, that tﬁcy may lve in their

own place and not be disturbed again, nor will
the wicked Gcnti/cs attlict them any more as
formerly
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11 cven from the cfa‘y that | commandca’judgcs to be
over My Pcop/c Jsrael- and ] wi//gfvc gyou rest from
aﬂgourcncmfcs. (Time of the Gentiles) 7_/76 [ ORD
also declares to you that the [ ORD will make a
house forvqou. (head of a dynasty.)

| hope you are beginning to see just how important, how
vital 2 Samuel 7 is the Second Coming of JESUS CHRIST.

And to those given 5 Talents are the ones who
understand all history of the Jews in the Plan of God, and
teach it, especially in the time of the Tribulation.

Now watch the historical progress to David’s successor:
JESUS CHRIST

12 « W/zcn your a’a\gs are comP/ctc and gyou Je

down with gour fathers, [ will raise up your

descendant after you, (singular refers to JESUS

CHRIST) who will come forth from you, and / will
establish his (JESUS CHRIST) kingdom.

13 ”/7’6 shall build a house for My name, and / will
establish the throne of his ,éingc/om forever.
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(JESUS CHRIST at Second Advent.)

But first comes the work of the First Advent.
14 «f will be a father to him and he will be a son to

Me; when he commits 1h127u13:‘9(, (on the cross) [ will
correct him with the rod of men and the strokes
of the sons Ofmcn, (Jews and Romans.)

15 Lbut My /owhghhc/ncss shall not c/c)pan‘ from
him, as | took it away from 5au£ whom |
removed from before you. (David)

16 «Your house and your ;éingc/om shall endure
before Mc forcvcr;o your throne shall be
established forever”’”

17 /n accordance with all these words and all this
vision, so [Nathan 5Po,éc to [David

David’s Prayer of thanksgiving for the Promise

18 Thcn David the king went in and sat before

the LORD, this is most likely the tent where the Ark
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has been placed and he said, \Who am ], O | ord
(GOD, and what is my house, that You have

brought me this far?

19 « And yet this was insigni{:icant in Your eyes,

O | ord GOD, for You have 5Po|<cn also of
the house of Your servant concerning the

distant future.

Does this sound familiar from our study in Matthew 257

David and Israel are given the assurance of an eternal
Kingdom. God has given to David the ability to look into
the distant future, for which David is most thankful.

And this is the custom of man, (O [ ord (GOD.
20 "/43.3/}7 what more can Davia/sag to You? For

You know Your servant, O /[ ord GOD!
21 «For the sake of Yourword, oz‘: promise and

accorc/ing to Your own heart, What a beautiful

phrase from David to His Lord. You have done all
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t/71}5 grea tness to /ct Your servant Lnow. Again,

know the unknowable future.

22 #For this reason You are great, Of ord
(GOD; for there is none like You, and there is
no (7od besides You, accor‘a//hg to all that we

have heard with our ears. The promise of a certain

future for Israel...this should give them all hope and this is
what they all should be proclaiming even the one given
one talent.

23 «And what one nation on the carth is Jke Your
Iocop/c /sracé there is no nation like Israel in all history
whom (God went to redeem for [Fimself as a
Pcop/c first Advent and to make a name for
[Himself, and to do a great t/::hgfor You and
awesome t/nhgs for Your /anaf before Your
Pcop/c whom You have redeemed for Yourself
from Egyptﬁ, from nations and their gocfs?

First choosing them, then calling them, then redeeming
them, then never departing form them and finally
restoring them as a great eternal kingdom.
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24 4For You have established for Yourself Your
Pcop/c [srael as Yourown PcoP/c forever, and

You, O [ ORD, have become their (7od.

David praises God for all Hs is doing for Israel.

25 “Now i'/7€l‘Cl[OI‘C, OLOKD GOC], tﬁé‘ WOI‘dO[

Promlﬁsc that You have 5Po,écn concerning Your
servant and his house, contirm it forever, and do as
You have 5Po;écn,
26 jn order that Your name may be magnfﬁbc]
forcvcr; 55( saylh‘g ‘T/w LOK D of hosts is
(God over [srael’: and may the house of Your
servant [David be established before You.

This will become an historical reality at the Second
Advent at the end of the Tribulation.

27 “For You, (O] ORD of hosts, the (30d of

[srael have made a revelation to Your servant,
saying, f will build you a house’: therefore Your
servant has found courage to pray this prager

to You. knowing the WORD OF GOD gives courage in

prayer.
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28 “Now, ([ ord GOD, You are Goc{, and
Your words of Proml}sc are i'rut/J, and You have

Promliscd this gooc{ t/:ing to Yourservant.
29 “Nfow tﬁcrcfore, may it P/casc You to bless the

house of Your servant, that it may continue

forever before You. For You, (O] ord GOD,
have 5}oo;écn; and with Your b/cssthg may the

house of Your servant be blessed forever”

Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus
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