The Three Wise Men

Matthew 2:1

I Now after_Jesus was born in Pethlehem of
Judea in the daﬂs of [Ferod the Lfng magy
from the ecast arrived in_Jerusalem, saying,

2 “Where is [ e who has been born thg of
the Jews? [Forwe saw [Jis starin the cast

and have come to worsfn]'o fHim.”

We are going to concentrate on two aspects:

Who are the Magi?

What is the Star?
1. Now when Jcsus was born in Bctﬁ/cﬁcm of
Juc]ca

Bctﬁ [ house ] Jehem [ bread —house of bread referring to the
fact that Jesus is the bread out of heaven for our Salvation ]

561"/7/6/7607 O[Juc/ca [ to distinguish it from another

Bethlehem in the north in the tribe of Zebulon—Joshua 19:15; It
was prophesied that the Messiah was to be born here: ]

. ]
2014-12-21 Sunday Service Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M. Page 1



Gospel of John 7:42
42 4f35 not the 5cr'l;oturc said that the C hrist

comes from the descendants of Daviaﬁ and
from Bctﬁ/cﬁcm, the vf[/agc where Davfc]

was??

Where in Scripture?
Micah 5:2

2 “Rutas for you, Bctﬁ/cﬁcm Epﬁratﬁaﬁ,
T oo little to be among the clans ofjuc]a/y
/:rom you Onc [JC] wﬂgo fbn’:/l [ out of
heaven to earth ] forMc [ GOD THE FATHER ] fo
be rulerin /5rac[ [is goings forth are from

/ong ago, [From the days of cternity.”

GOD THE FATHER decreed in Eternity Past that Jesus would come
from the tribe of Judah—kingly tribe and specifically from
Bethlehem.

So Israel knew that the Messiah would come from the family of
David and that He would be born in Bethlehem.

It is so interesting all the things God does in History to bring about
His prophesies. We studied all that God did to get Daniel out of
Judah and into Babylon. And God did a great deal to set it up
where Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.

. ]
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Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth in Galilee and God used the
arrogance of Herod in collecting of taxes to demand that
everyone return to the city of their family, so both Joseph and
Mary went from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

Matthew 2:1

1 Now after_Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the c]ays of [Herod the ,éing, [ Itis

no accident that Herod is king, God will use his
arrogance to bring about His plan ]

magy from the cast arrived in_Jerusalem,

Ok, who are these Magi? Why are they in Jerusalem?

The Greek magos.
In Acts 13, (the only other context in the New Testament) this word is
used and in Acts it has a bad connotation. We will not spend a
great deal of time on all the arguments.

The Scripture clearly says that they were from i’/76 cast.

e ——
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Every great nation in ancient history had it’s ‘men of many
sciences’. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon and the Medo-Persian empire.
And Persia is east of Judah!

Therefore we have the translation in the KJ W/SC m(:‘f‘l .

From Cicero we learn that these men were reckoned a sort of
wise men, and doctors among the Persians. Cicero further
observes that no man could be a king of the Persians before he
understood the discipline and knowledge and wisdom of the
Magi. They were ardent students of astrology—the stars and
planets, religion, math, medicine etc.

So these are the learned men from the east—Persia.

and tﬁcy arrived in_Jerusalem.

Why Jerusalem and hy now?

So we have three locations in this one verse:

Bctﬁ/c/nem, Jucfca and Jcrusa/cnk
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Bctb/cﬁcm [ house of bread—JC bread of life from heaven; ]
Jua’ca [ Praise Jehovah ]

Jcrusa/cm [ dwelling place of peace; foundation of peace If

there is any place on earth that has not known peace, this is it!
But this is the place where peace will be established by Jesus
Christ after the Second Advent. ]

He came to bring peace on the earth; but not political peace; not
peace between nations or even peace between people; even
people of the same family---division between mother and
daughter.

Matthew 2:2

2 ”W/n:rc is [Fe who has been born thg of
the Jews? Forwe saw [Jis starin the

cast and have come to wors/:g’o [Fim.”

With all the anti-Semitism the Jews have experienced... here are
some wise men who have come to worship their King!

Questions:

Who are these wise men?
What is this star they are talking about?
Where is He to be born?
How do they know about the Jews?
How do they know about the birth of the King of the
Jews?
Why would they, wise men from Persia come to
worship the King of the Jews in Judah?
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As to Who are these wise men we have seen that they are the
educated class in Persia.

Now we are going to address How did the wise men bnow the
Jewish Messiah had been born?
| am indebted to the following:
J. Dwight Pentecost pentecostwas Distnguished

Professor of Bible Exposition,
Emeritus,
at Dallas Theological Seminary

H I L d (November 23, 1929)

d N Sey Harold Lee "Hal" Lindsey is an
American evangelist and
Christian writer.

. (born August 5, 1946)
DaV|d Bay Director of Cutting Edge Ministries

Alfred EderShEIm (March 7, 1825 — March 16, 1889)

Jewish convert to Christianity and a
Biblical scholar known especially for
his book The Life and Times of
Jesus the Messiah (1883).

(born 1954)
Da rre” I— BOCk Senior Research Professor of New

Testament Studies at Dallas Theological
Seminary in Dallas, Texas

. (March 15, 1914 - July 24, 2006)
LeO n M orris Australian New Testament scholar

(1841-1926)
Church of England clergyman and
biblical scholar

Alfred Plummer

How did the wise men know about the birth of the Messiah?
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Did they have information that Israel did not have?
The answer to the second question is definitely not.

In fact in our study of Matthew 24-25 we just read recently:
Matthew 23:37

37 "Jcrusa/cm, Jcrusa/cm, who kills the

Propﬁcts and stones those who are sent to
her! [Fow often [wanted to gat/)cr your
children togct/zc;; the way a hen g3 thers her
chicks under her wings, and you were
un w////hg.

38 «Rehold your house is bcing left to you
desolate!

39 «For/ say to you, from now on you will not
see Me until you say, PBI ESSED IS FIE
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD?~

And the passage of the same time period: Luke 19:44
44 anc]t/)cy [ Rome in AD 70 ] wi///cvclyou to the

ground and your children within gou, and
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t/)cy will not leave in you one stone upon

anot/mr; [ especially temple ]

[ This is cry of verse 40--]
40 Rut_Jesus answered, Y tell you, if these

become 5/'/6/713 the stones wf//cry outl”

[ a figure that these stone are no longer a temple, but
simply rubbish left on the ground |

Why will these things happen to Jerusalem?
40 Lecause you did not rccogmizc the time of

gyour visitation.”

Correctly understanding this causal phrase is the key to
understanding how the wise men knew about the birth of the
Messiah.

The Wise Men From The East
Are A Witness Against The Jews Of Jerusalem!

If wise men from the far east knew about His birth,
surely Jewish wise men in Jerusalem should have known

How did the wise men from the east
know about the birth of the Messiah?

And the Jews should have known for the same reason as the wise
men from the east.
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They both should have known because the timing of the Messiah
was recorded in Book of Daniel.

These were the wise men in the cabinet of Nebuchadnezzar. And
in the court of the Medo-Persian empire were these wise men.

These men were well learned and studied the writings of Daniel
and they also studied the gospel pamphlet written by
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4.

And these wise men in the Persian court studied this pamphlet
because they were students of astrology and math and religion.

Therefore they would be most interested in what
Nebuchadnezzar had to say.
Daniel 4:34

34 «Rut at the end of that Pcrioc{ /,
Ncbuc/:ac]nczzat; raised my cyes toward

heaven and my reason returned to me, and /

blessed the Most /’7'1g/) and Pralfscd and
honored [im who lives forever; For [is

dominion is an cvcr/asting dominion, And
s kﬁvgc/om endures from generation to

genera tion.
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35 %// the inhabitants of the carth are
accounted as notﬁlhg Put [He does
accorc]ﬁ?g to [Fis will in the host of heaven
And among the inhabitants of carth; And
no one can ward off [fis hand Or say to
[Fim, ¢ W/Lat have You done?

36 « At that time my reason returned to me.
And my m:ajcs{g and 5P/cnc]or were restored
to me for the g/ory of my L/'ngdom, and my
counselors and my nobles 5cgan scch'ng me
out; so / was reestablished in my sovereignty,
and 5ur}73551hg greatness was added to me.

37 “N\ow | Nebuchadnezzar, Pralisc, exalt and
honor the /<ing of heaven, for all [His works
are true and [ s wa‘gsjust; and [Fe is able
to humble those who walk in Prid'c.”

Now, you combine that with the exact timing of the
birth of the Messiah act'ua/[y written down ly PDaniel
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T/iat /s correct, Danic/ actua/(g wrote down the
timing of the coming of the Messiah.

_Danic/ prophesied the timing of the first C/m’stmas

Matthew 2:3-16

3 When [Herod the Aing heard this, be was
troubled, and all_Jerusalem with him.

4 (a t/:cn'ng togct/:cr all the chief Pn’csts and
scribes of the )pcojp/c, he inc]uircd' of them
where the Messiah was to be born.

5 77765 said to him, “n Bctﬁ/cﬁcm ofJuc/ca;
for this is what has been written by the

IoroPﬁct:
6 ANDYOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF
JUDAH,

ARE BYNOMEANS [ EAST AMONG
THE [ EADERS OF _JUIDAF;

. ]
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FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME
FORTHARULER
WHO WiLL SHEFHERDMY FEOFLE
JSRAEL.””

7 Then FHerod 5ccrct/5 called the magiand

determined from them the exact time the star

alojocar Cd

8 Anc] he sent them to 5ct/7/cfzcm and said,

“C30 and search carcfu@ for the C /M/ci and
when you have found [Fim, report to me, so

that [ too may come and wors/np [Fim.”

9 After ﬁcaring the ;éing; t/:cy went their way;
and the star, which t/:cy had seen in the east,
went on before them until it came and stood
over the f)/acc where the C hild was.

10 |Nhen t/)c:y saw the star, t/wﬂ rcjofccc/
cxcccc]/hg{g with grea tjoy.

. ]
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11 Aﬁ'cr Coming jinto the house t/:cy saw the

Child with Ma/:y f‘]’/is mother; and t/:cy fell

to the grounc] and wors/@occ] [im. T hen,
opcn/hg their treasures, t/my presen ted to

[im 5734'5 of. go/ci frankincense, and myrrﬁ.

12 And /iaving been warned 55 (od in a dream
not to return to [Jerod, the magi/cﬁ' for
their own country by another way.

The Flight to Egypt

13 Now when t/:cy had gone, bc/:o/d,' an angc/
of the [ ord *appcarcd to Joscpﬁ in a dream
and said, (et uP! Takc the C/n/c] and [His
mother and flee to Egy)pt and remain there
until [ tell you; for [Herod is going to search
for the (_hild to a’cstroy [Him~”

14 50 Joscf)ﬁ got up and took the C/n/c/ and
[His mother while it was 5tlf/n{gﬁt, and left for

Lgypt.
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15 He remained there until the death of

[Herod T his was to fultill what had been
5Po,écn bﬂ the Lora’ tﬁrougﬁ the Propﬁcb

“OUTOFEGYFT/CALLEDMY
SON.”

Herod Slaughters Babies
16 Tﬁcn when Hcrod saw that he had been

tricked 53{ the magy, he became very cnragcaf
and sent and slew all the male children who
were in PBethlehem and all its vicinft‘g, from
two years old and under, accorc/ing to the
time which he had determined from the magy.

.. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...

Wlxe Men Still S eek Hlm
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