
 

Daniel 11 
 
When we first started the study of book of Daniel we spent some time on 
how the book of Daniel is the most challenged book of the bible by various 
scholars of the Bible. 
 
 
Chapter 11 is the most challenged chapter of the Bible 
 
 

1 Historical development of the study of the Bible. 
To begin with you must always bear in mind that Satan seeks to 
discredit the bible, the Word of God.  And he started this right from 
the beginning in the garden where he challenged the Word of God 
with Eve. 

2 We are all encouraged in the Bible to carefully, diligently to study the 
bible to determine what it is saying.  (Ezra 7:10-11; Acts 8:26-31 and 17:11; 
2 Timothy 2:15)  This has come to be called “lower criticism” or  
“textual criticism”.  Here we study the manuscripts of the text to 
determine original writing and meaning of the text.  Here we are 
totally dependent upon the HOLY SPIRIT to illuminate each passage 
for us.  This demands a great deal of time of study. 

3 Lower Criticism –textual criticism is strongly opposed by what is 
called today ”Higher criticism” or “Historical criticism” 
They are more concerned about “the world behind the text”, than they 
are the text itself. 
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4 Fundamental to Higher criticism is the view that the God of 
the Bible cannot tell what is going to happen in the 
future.  Therefore any book (Daniel) that declares what is going to 
happen and subsequently it happens must have been written after the 
fact.   God simply cannot tell the future. 

5a We have noted many times that the ability to tell what is going to 
happen --and it happens—is one of the great tests on who is sufficient 
to be God. 
. 

Isaiah 40:18 

…to whom then will you liken God? 
Or what likeness will you compare with Him? 
 
 
 
Isaiah 40:25 

… to whom then will you liken Me?  
That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One. 
 
5b Then there are a number of tests as to just who is sufficient to be God, 

and one of those tests is the ability to tell accurately what is going to 
happen in the future. 
 

Isaiah 41:21-24 
21 “Present your case,” the LORD says. 
“Bring forward your strong arguments,” 
The King of Jacob says. 
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22 Let them bring forth and declare to us 
what is going to take place; 
As for the former events, declare what they 
were, 
That we may consider them and know their 
outcome. 
Or announce to us what is coming; 
 

23 Declare the things that are going to come 
afterward, That we may know that you are 
gods;  Indeed, do good or evil, that we may 
anxiously look about us and fear together. 
 

24 Behold, you are of no account, 
And your work amounts to nothing; 
He who chooses you is an abomination. 
 
 

 Our God tells us of the purpose and meaning of things past –including 
the creation of the world and of mankind. 
God also tells us what is yet to come— 
Our God is the only one who can do these things…not Allah, not 
Buddah, there is no one to compare with our God. 
So when you come to the study of the Word of God, you must have a 
biblical view of God –that He can accurately tell what is going to 
happen in the future.  And a Biblical view of the Bible—divinely 
inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God. 
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6 The foundation of higher criticism is that God cannot tell what is 
going to happen in the future.  Therefore, when the book of Daniel 
came on the scene and foretold about the Medo-Persian Empire, 
followed by the Greek empire, followed by the Roman empire, 
it certainly must not have been written in fifth century as the internal 
or lower criticism reveals, but it must have been written in the 
second century after all these empires came into history and the first 
two faded from powerful empires. 

7 But the first chapter of the Bible to be directly attacked was the 11th 
chapter of Daniel.   

Why the 11th chapter? 
Daniel 11 reveals the most concentrated details of history that came 
about just as Daniel prophesied   Daniel prophesied this in the fifth 
century and these events did not happen until 323-164 bc.  What is the 
11th chapter of Daniel about?  A detail of events of the Ptolemaic and 
Seleucid control of the middle east---Jerusalem.  You should recall that 
Ptolemy and Seleucid were two of the four generals of the division of 
Alexander’s empire.  
So, therefore, the higher critics must contend, without evidence that 
Daniel was written after 164 bc, not in the 5th century bc. 
 

8 What is now called higher criticism actually began by a 
philosophical genius in the third century AD, named Porphyry of 
Tyre.   AD  c.234-c.305.  He is the founder of the Neoplatonic 
philosophers.  
“Neoplatonism is a system of philosophical and theological doctrines 
composed of elements of Plato and Aristotle and oriental mysticism.  
He wrote a work   “Against the Christians, in fifteen books, but only 
fragments remain. 
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In it, he famously is quoted as having said, "The Gods have proclaimed 
Christ to have been most pious, but the Christians are a confused and 
vicious sect." 
Porphyry acknowledged Jesus Christ only as an outstanding 
philosopher.  This is rather interesting since he also calls Christians, 
those who follow the teaching of JESUS CHRIST as confused and vicious 
sect.   
 
Porphyry realized that one of the most vulnerable places to attack 
Christianity and the Bible was to attack it’s PREDICTIVE 
DECLARATIONS (Prophesy) and he started with Daniel, namely 
DANIEL 11.  If you are thinking, it should be obvious why Satan 
attacked the prophetic declarations of the Bible, because he wanted to 
prove that God was not God as per the challenge in Isaiah as to who 
can tell what things are yet to occur.   
 
› We cannot prove JeSUS cHrISt IS tHe 
  Son of God— It is by Faith 
› We cannot prove tHe reSUrrectIon  
  of JeSUS cHRIST— It is by Faith 
›  We cannot prove one mIracle  
  JeSUS cHrISt performed— It is by Faith 
›  We cannot prove tHat everyone WHo 
  belIeveS In JeSUS cHrISt HaS eternal lIfe  
  and everyone WHo refUSeS to belIeve In  
  JeSUS cHrISt WIll Spend all eternIty In  
  lake of fIre. — It is by Faith 

 
FAITH – FAITH – FAITH - FAITH 
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But it has been pointed out that the only ‘miracle’ that we can prove 
and that all of the world can observe is FULFILLED PROPHECY. 
 
 
Therefore this must be attacked and the only real attack is just to deny, 
(without evidence) that fulfilled prophecy was always written after the 
historical fulfillment. 
 
 
A Church Father named Jerome (AD 347-420) answered Porphyry in 
the first commentary ever written on a book of the Bible and that book 
was Daniel. 
 

 
 

(the following is a most informative paragraph from Truthnet.) 

“Daniel chapter 11 gives a detailed history 
of the transitions of kingdoms from time of 
Darius until the time of 
Antiochus IV.  This detailed history has 
caused skeptics of the Bible to dismiss the 
accuracy as written after the 
fact.  Porphyry a third century pagan 
attacked the book of Daniel as a 
Maccabean forgery. Jerome responded 
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with his own commentary on the book of 
Daniel, defending its 5th century B.C. 
authorship.  The detailed history forces the 
reader to come to one of two conclusions, 
either the book of Daniel was 
supernaturally inspired by God, who 
revealed to Daniel the history of nations 
before the event, or Daniel was written by 
a lying imposter who claimed to be a 5th 
century B.C. prophet” 
 

  
Outline  of  Daniel  11 

 
 Daniel 11 has basically two parts: 

A. Daniel 11:1-35 
B. Daniel 11:36-12:2 
1 The First part; 1-35 covers the time from Darius 
the Mede (whom we were introduced to in 
chapter 6) to Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-
164 bc; remember that Daniel wrote this in the 
5th century 534 bc). 
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2 The second part (Dan. 11:36-12:2) covers the 
last Gentile ruler, who is in power at the 
time of the coming of the Messiah, that is in 
the last 7 years of history promised to Isaiah 
or the Tribulation. 

 
3 It is those first 35 verses that has caused 
Daniel 11 to be the most contested chapter of 
the Bible.  This is because these verses have 
already taken place in history, exactly as the 
bible had prophesied, and there exist a great 
number of bible scholars who refuse to accept 
a God who can foretell the future.  Daniel 
wrote these in 534 bc and they were fulfilled 
by 164 bc.  In other words Daniel wrote some 
300 years before these final events occurred. 

 
4 The great problem is that if God can and does 
correctly tell of future events, then all He 
says in regards to the return of Christ and 
heaven and hell, must be taken seriously.  So 
they must attack prophecy that has already 
been fulfilled.   

5 There is a long gap between verses 35 and 36.  
This Gap covers the last 150 years of the Old 
Testament and all of the Church age. (over 
2000 years, so far) 
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6 These first 35 verses of Daniel 11, correctly 
prophesied the Persian rule, followed by the 
Greek empire established by Alexander the 
Great and then the division of Alexander’s 
empire into four parts led by 4 generals, 
which sets up the last part of verses 1-35.  
Two of these generals led the two empires that 
Daniel 11 deals with; that is the Ptolemic 
Kingdom (Ptolemy) and the Selucide kingdom 
(Seleucus)  

 
 
 

7 
 

A map-chart of the flow of Daniel 11:2-35 
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Persian Empire 

 
 

Greek Empire 

 
2014-03-16  Sunday Service           Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M.    Page 10 
 



Ptolemy 

 
 
 

Selucide Kingdom (SELEUCUS) 
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Church Age (The Great GAP) 
Between Daniel 11:35 and 36 

 
 

Tribulation (Daniel 11:36 thru 12:2) 
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8 Question:   
Why did God give Daniel such detailed prophecy 
that would be fulfilled even before the 
incarnation of His Son?   
(to confuse the scholars of higher criticism)  
No, not necessarily true  
 
The answer to this question is in part the 
purpose of the whole Book of Daniel, and all 
the Prophecies given here. 

 
 
How often in your life do YOU need 
encouragement from Word of God? 
 
Well, this prophecy was given to give encouragement to the 
Jews. 
 
If you think the 70 years Babylonian captivity was something, 
well, as the saying goes, you haven’t seen anything yet. 
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What they will suffer under Antiochus IV Epiphanes will be an 
introduction to their history. 

 
They will need wisdom and encouragement. 

 
To go through over 2000 years of tribulation under foreign 
rule will demand perseverance, or endurance. 
Romans 5:3-5  
3 And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 
about perseverance;  
 

4 and perseverance, proven character; and 
proven character, hope;  
 
5 and hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out within our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us. 
Romans 15:4-5 
4 For whatever was written in earlier times 
was written for our instruction, so that 
through perseverance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope.  
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5 Now may the God who gives perseverance 
and encouragement grant you to be of the 
same mind with one another according to 
Christ Jesus, 
 

God Cares About 
His People… Jews 

and 
In the Church Age... Christians 
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